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Downtown protest turns violent 


STATE OF 
EMERGENCY 
IS DECLARED 


Vandalism reported 
after peaceful start 
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Demonstrators joining in na- 
tionwide protests against po- 
lice brutality occupied Niagara 
Square late Saturday afternoon 
and staged a confrontation with 
armed U.S. Marshals and Buffalo 
police in riot gear at the entrance 
to the federal courthouse before 
spreading to other neighborhoods 
late into the night. 

Several hundred from the di- 
verse crowd of demonstrators, 
some of the nearly 1,500 who had 
been expressing anger at the death 
of a black man at the hands of a 
white police officer in Minneapo- 
lis, began filing en masse up Ni- 
agara Street after police ordered 
them to leave Niagara Square at 
8:30 p.m. 

Many in the crowd in front of 
the courthouse chanted “I can’t 
breathe” and “I’m gonna die,” the 
last words George Floyd said be- 
fore he died as a Minneapolis po- 
lice officer knelt on his neck. 

Two hours later, Erie Coun- 
ty Executive Mark Poloncarz de- 

Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News  Clared a state of emergency and 
Aman at a rally in downtown Buffalo to protest police brutality confronts State Police officers in riot gear in Niagara Square on Saturday. implemented a 10:30 p.m. curfew 
after reports of smashed windows 
and other vandalism in neighbor- 


Widespread appeals for calm fall on deafears 228265 s 


where a mobile bail bond truck 


Sprawling, violent protests threaten sota said on Saturday that he stroying police vehicles in 


: ; : was activating thousands of Atlanta and New York and was burned, police fired tear gas 
to spiral out of control nationwide National Guard troops - up blocking major streets in De- Latest coverage at and vandals sprayed graffiti on 
to 13,200 - to control pro- troit and in San Jose, Calif. BuffaloNews.com: City Hall. 
By JOHN ELIGON, over the death of George Floyd testers in Minneapolis who Crowds in Milwaukee chant- Pelate Shortly before 11:30 p.m., a TV 
MATT FURBER AND in Minneapolis traversed a ra- turned out in droves for the ed, “I can’t breathe”; and Get the latest news broadcast showed a man 
CAMPBELL ROBERTSON zor’s edge between protest and fourth consecutive night Fri- demonstrators in Portland, coverage ofi the throwing a flaming object through 
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MINNEAPOLIS - The na- braced for more protests over police and overwhelming of- Hundreds of demonstrators P ees ly extinguished. 
tion woke on Saturday to ex- the weekend in cities around ficers. But he declined the Ar- poured into the streets near Jrom the scene Mayor Byron W. Brown blamed 
traordinary images of chaos the country, they called for my’s offer to deploy active-du- Centennial Olympic Park in Saturday evening in the violence on outside agitators. 
and unrest from outside the calm and vowed to react ty military police units. Atlanta, smashing windows, downtown Buff lo “This was incited by people 
White House gates to the strongly to protesters who de- Rallies, looting and unrest clashing with police officers ; ae T who don’t live in this community,” 
streets of more than two doz- fied the law. expanded far beyond Min- on BuffaloNews.com. 
en besieged cities, as outrage Gov. Tim Walz of Minne- neapolis, with protesters de- See Protests on Page A4 See Buffalo on Page A5 
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40,000 kids left behind ew state rule 1s 
Online learning during pandemic shows a large amount regional Say on reopening 
of WNY students are without a computer or high-speed internet a ee reopening guide, released May | SUPPORTING 
E 15, Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s ad- 
By Jay REY AND CAITLIN DEWEY digital access. D ministration described the re- WESTERN 
EEN It also shows how much work falls on schools Western New York’s regional gional control rooms as impor- NEW YORK 
to bridge the digital divide and prevent students “control room” meets by phone tant “oversight institutions,” BUSINESSES 
rom the rural Southern Tier to the from falling behind, especially if districts are for as long as an hour each day, with the power to “slow or shut The Buffalo Ni 
shores of Lake Ontario, nearly 40,000 forced to continue remote instruction come fall. opening with abriefingfrom Lt. off reopening if indicators are “Ae RUTA OSNEWS 
children across Western New York live in “That’s a big, big concern,” said Bret Apthor- Gov. Kathy Hochul before offi- problematic.” b launching < 
a household without either a computer pe, superintendent of Jamestown Public Schools. cials trade local updates, case But the governor’s surprise $1 milion matei 
or high-speed internet. “Part of reopening schools is requiring teach- numbers and complaints. announcement Thursday that a ae P TOLADI 
That’s enough to fill KeyBank Center - twice. ers and families to be prepared to be sent home The group, composed of 12 each of the state’s 10 regions ein S e men 
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scores the fundamental problem with teaching educators this first time, because there was no tasked with “monitoring” and plan’s second phase exposed a To wile ri É 
students from home since schools moved in- “adjusting” the region’s phased m FEYS DOLG, 
struction online during the Covid-19 pandemic: See Students on Page A10 reopening plans. In its 156-page See Reopeningon Page A13 Page Cl. 
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The About Us Meet Our Financial Consultants 
The BlackOak Group is a unified team of diligent, James Fox, CFP®, ChSNC® 
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